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Fast Lap Duelality  
 
ST. PETERSBURG, FL Apri l  4,  2009 – Dyson 
Racing set the two fastest class laps at today’s 
American Le Mans race here in St. Petersburg 
along Florida’s Gulf Coast.  That speed was backed 
up by second and third-place LMP2 trophies at 
the conclusion of an hour and f i fty - f ive minutes of 
racing on the 1.8 mile,  sixteen turn,  temporary 
street course here that embraces a Monte Carlo 
l ike f lavor. 
 
Chris Dyson and Guy Smith f inished a class 
second and third overal l  in their BP sponsored 
Mazda Lola Coupe and Butch Leitz inger and Marino                        
Franchitt i  were third in class and fourth overal l ,  dupl icating the l ine-up 
of their qual i fy ing efforts.  Franchitt i  set the fastest P2 lap of the race. 
 
The second outing for Dyson Racing’s new cars was not without drama. 
“ I f  you get an inch off  l ine, the (rubber) pick up was terrible,”  Franchitt i  
said during his stint and Leitzinger said after the race that “the l ine was 
an inch narrow.” The drivers had to be particularly careful at the f irst 
turn with the debris thrown up by cars cutt ing the inside of the corner.  
Leitz inger suffered a suspected t ire puncture on lap 64 of the 93 lap 
race and came in for a four t ire change, dropping him down a posit ion. 
 
Dyson noted that “we are del ighted with our progress this weekend. 
What is even more excit ing for the future is how we have extracted  
good speed out of the car in a short period of t ime and there is st i l l  
more to come.” 
 
Mazda is the brand choice of road racers across North America. On  
any given weekend, there are more Mazdas on the road-race-tracks of 
America than any other brand.  You wi l l  see MX-5 Miata, RX-8, MAZDA3 ,  
MAZDA6 ,  RX-7 and other v intage Mazda models because every Mazda 
has the Soul of a Sports Car. 
 
Pos Car# Class Drivers Difference Car Make 
1 9 P1 Brabham/Sharp  Acura ARX 02 
2 15 P2 Fernandez/Diaz 32.150 Acura ARX 01 
3 16 P2 Dyson/Smith 1 lap Mazda MZR-R 
4 20 P2 Leitzinger/Franchitti 2 laps Mazda MZR-R 
5 45 GT2 Burgmeister/Long 5 laps Porsche 911 
6 37 P1 Field/Field/Ducote 5 laps Lola B06/10 
7 92 GT2 Mueller/Milner 7 laps BMW E92 
8 21 GT2 Farnbacher/James 7 laps Panoz Esperante 
9 28 GT2 Gigliotti/Curran  8 laps Corvette 
10 44 GT2 Law/Neiman 9 laps Porsche 911 
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