Rolex 24 Qualifying Reports

Farnbacher Loles 

Farnbacher Loles Racing qualified six GT cars for the Rolex 24 At Daytona on Thursday. Porsche factory driver Wolf Henzler of Nürtingen, Germany, led the team contingent, qualifying the No. 85 Porsche 911 GT3 Cup car fifth in class. He lapped the 3.56-mile Daytona International Speedway infield road course in Daytona Beach, Fla., in one minute 49.865 seconds at an average speed of 116.652 mph.

Dirk Werner of Kissenbrück, Germany, was close behind, setting the No. 87 Porsche sixth on the GT grid (1:49.945, 116.566 mph), with Dominik Farnbacher of Ansbach, Germany, ninth (1:50.234, 116.262 mph). Johannes van Overbeek of Oakland, Calif., qualified the No. 64 JLowe Racing Porsche 12th (1:50.573, 115.905 mph); Pierre Kaffer of Andernach, Germany, was 16th in the No. 89 Porsche (1:51.254, 115.196 mph) and Richard Westbrook of London, England, qualified the No. 88 18th (1:51.376, 115.070 mph).

Johannes van Overbeek, No. 64:  "The JLowe guys and Farnbacher Loles put together a great car. Although it was a good qualifying run, I just didn't get a tow [draft], which would have kicked us up into the next tier. But that's as good as I could have done today."

Wolf Henzler, No. 85:  "I left the pits and then I had a big vibration in the car. It was too risky,  so I pitted immediately. The crew couldn't find anything, so I said I would go out again and I would do only one timed lap. I did 1:50.1, then I heard on the radio that Andy Lally [in another Porsche] was doing 49.5 and I knew I could go quicker. So I decided to do another lap. Even with the vibration, it was better and the more laps I did, the quicker I went. The crew did a good job and prepared the car very well."

Dominik Farnbacher, No. 86:  "My qualifying was not good. I'm not happy. We had a few issues and the car changed a lot through the sessions before. We picked up a lot of understeer that we didn't have before and that made it quite hard to exit the corners. But it's a long race ..."

Dirk Werner, No. 87:  "The qualifying was okay. Although we're not on the front row, I think we can look to the race in a positive way. The car was really good; I just had some traffic so I couldn't do the lap I wanted to. But the race is not about the pole position, it's about coming to the finish. I think it's a really good spot for us to start the race."

Richard Westbrook, No. 88:  "That was probably my worst qualifying in my life. We missed something in the setup on the car, but they're a great team here and I know they'll find the problem and we'll get it fixed quickly."

Pierre Kaffer, No. 89:  "In the first practice this morning, we couldn't find a problem with the spark plugs, so it cost us the first session. Second session, we could not run because there was an oil leak and we had to fix that. But the guys did a really good job to prepare the car for the qualifying. So to just come and jump in, I think the qualifying was not bad. We have to improve the setup, of course, but I think it's possible. We know where we have to work on it, so I think we're back in the game and it looks pretty good for the race."

Spirit Of Daytona

The Spirit of Daytona Racing No. 09 Porsche V8-powered Coyote will start the 47th Rolex 24 At Daytona from the eighth row after Guy Cosmo set a fast lap time of 1:42.475-seconds around the 3.65-mile road course at Daytona International Speedway. Cosmo will be sharing the driving duties with a triumvirate of motorcycle champions as Jeff Ward, Scott Russell, and Jason Pridmore will take on the Rolex 24 starting on Saturday afternoon in the AMA Motorcycle Team-liveried Coyote.

The fifteen-minute qualifying session set the top 20 positions for both the Daytona Prototype and GT Class grids, with the final qualifying spots up for grabs on Friday. The Rolex weekend is a home event for Spirit of Daytona Racing, and the team is looking to improve on their performance in the 2008 race event, which saw the team score the highest Porsche-powered finish in the Daytona Prototype class. With new faces in the car, and a new look outside of it, Spirit of Daytona is focused on doing well in the big battle over 24 hours starting on Saturday. 

“The car is still not where we want it to be yet, but we made some solid strides again today,” said Cosmo. “We’re focused on having a car that is not only good over a long tire run, but also one that’s good for all four drivers. So we might compromise a little on one-lap speeds, but at the end of the day that doesn’t really matter for this race. We just need to be able to run lap after lap at a sustainable pace, so where we start really won’t factor into that.”

The lap time was over two and a half seconds faster than the team went in qualifying last year as the development program for the Coyote-Porsche V8 continues to increase pace.  

“This is the first time we’re racing with this new bodywork, so we are learning what the car likes and just trying to find a balance that’s good for all four guys,” said team owner Troy Flis. “We were hoping to be a little bit closer to the front with some of the times we did in practice, but we’re happy to have made the progress that we have so far. The car has run like a train so we’ve been able to make good use of the track time we’ve had available and that’s vital for us to be ready for Saturday. This race is a huge challenge, and we’re just looking to get going, set a pace, and learn as much as we can.”

TRG

TRG has taken the first step towards winning their third Grand-Am Rolex Series Rolex 24 Hours At Daytona GT race. Andy Lally put the No.67 Construct Corps/CRG/No Fear Energy Drinks/K1 Speed/Voodoo Ride/Gemstone Winery/TRG Porsche GT3 on the front row for Saturday's Rolex 24 start at 3:30 p.m.

Lally posted a time of 1:49.540 that will see him go away from the start on the outside of the front row. Lally shares the seat with Justin Marks, RJ Valentine, Patrick Long and Joerg Bergmeister. Lally had the fastest time of the qualifying session right up to the last lap when he was eclipsed by a Mazda.

"We went faster than I thought," Lally said. "The whole GT field went faster. When I put the lap in we were still in danger of losing it. At that point I was starting to go slower and I just pulled in to the paddock. I just got to the tech barn and stopped and my crew said we lost it. I thought he was kidding. But he told me it was the 70 car. I had mixed emotions, but if I was going to loose it to anybody he is the one I would give it up to today." Driver of the No. 70 Mazda Sylvan Tremblay lost his wife, Carol, in a car accident in December.

Spencer Pumpelly drove the No. 66 AXA/Mitchell Rubber/Wealth Management Strategies/TRG Porsche GT3 to a seventh place qualifying effort with a time of 1:50.109. Pumpelly was fighting the cars handling and knows there is room for improvement. Pumpelly will have support from teammates Ted Ballou, Tim George Jr., Emmanuel Collard and Richard Lietz.

"It is disappointing after all of the speed that we showed at the test," Pumpelly said. "I had a lot of oversteer into the car and it feels really loose in the fast stuff. We will have a talk with our teammates, look at the data and make some adjustments in the remaining practices to have a strong car for the race."

Marco Holzer piloted the No. 65 Riegel/Stanton/Cystic Fibrosis Foundation/65 Roses/Magnus Racing/Marquis Jet/Resorts International/IPC/Total Lubricants/TRG Porsche GT3 to a 1:50.445 qualifying effort that will see him start tenth in GT. Holzer is joined in the 65 by John Potter, Bryce Miller and Craig Stanton.

"The car handled better in qualifying than in practice," Holzer said. "I had a lot of traffic and could not get a clean lap. I have a few more tenths in the car. We have a couple of more practices to get the car perfect for the race and get everyone comfortable. Tenth place is a good place to start for a 24 hour race."

Steve Miller had the controls of the No. 68 James Farrell & Co./Pallis Properties, Inc./COLO Columbia River Logistics/Cohen Financial/TRG Porsche GT3. Miller put in a time of 1:52.571 that will have him starting from the 13th row in GT. Miller is joined in the 68 by co-drivers Josemanuel Gutierrez, Chris Pallis, Duncan Ende, and Scott Schroeder.

"We are still trying to figure out the handling of our car," Steve Miller said. "We just didn't have enough front bite in the car to get through the corners fast. We left a lot of time out there. We are 85 percent there, the trick is to get the last 15 percent."

Bruce Ledoux drove the No. 63 Guardian Angel Motorsports/Children's Hospital Boston/ jetblue.com /Cavallino Group/www.guardianangelmotorsports.com/TRG Porsche GT3 to a time of 1:53.366 that will have him start from the 13th row. Ledoux is joined in the 63 by David Quinlan, Dan Watkins, Steve Zadig and Kurt Kossmann.

"The TRG guys have done a killer job on the car today," Ledoux said. "We had an off this morning and we really didn't miss much track time. The only loose nut was behind the wheel. I think I did 10 laps all day and in qualifying that was seven through 10. If I had 10 more I know I could have gone at least a second faster. We had some oversteer in the Horse Shoe corner that we need to work out of the car."

Team owner Kevin Buckler is pleased with the way the day went.

"We almost had the pole," Buckler said. "The Mazda is 500 lbs. lighter, so it is light and fast. Overall I am happy with the way the day went. We have several happy cars and one we are still dialing in, so we will go to work on that for tonight's practice. The drivers and crew are really working well together and we have an excellent shot at doing well come Sunday."
Michael Shank Racing 

Michael Shank Racing will start the 47th running of the Rolex 24 At Daytona from 3rd and 12th on the grid as the team got a strong start to the 2009 Rolex Sports Car Series season in qualifying on Thursday at Daytona International Speedway. 

Michael Valiante scored a fast lap time of 1:40.651-seconds in his first Michael Shank Racing qualifying outing as the Canadian hot shoe threatened for the pole until the closing moments of qualifying in the No. 6 Michael Shank Racing Ford-Riley.  No. 6 Michael Shank Racing Ford-Riley full-season drivers John Pew and Valiante will be joined by experienced Michael Shank Racing pilot Ian James and NASCAR racer AJ Allmendinger for the 24. 

“I had one last chance for a fast lap right at the end of the session, but unfortunately I just got caught behind the Penske car so I didn’t quite get the time that the car was capable of,” said Valiante. “So it’s disappointing not to be able to take the pole but of course this is a very long race, and the big thing is that we have a very fast car here and we know we are as prepared as possible. It’s great to be back with Ford again this year and everyone is just focused on establishing a good race pace and we’ve got exactly the car to do just that.”

No. 60 Michael Shank Racing Ford-Riley full-season drivers Mark Patterson and Oswaldo Negri will be joined by the 2008 Indianapolis 500 Rookie of the Year Ryan Hunter-Reay and 2008 NASCAR Camping World Truck Series Rookie of the Year Colin Braun this weekend to start the season. Defending pole sitter and track record holder Negri was disappointed with the result of the 15-minute qualifying session as he’ll slot into the sixth row, but he wasn’t disappointed with the Westfield Insurance car or how the weekend had started off as he looks to return to the Rolex podium once again.

“The car felt fine balance-wise and we were really good under braking, but we just weren’t able to get the power down as well as we have before and that cost us a little bit,” said Negri. “It was great to be on pole last year of course, but we’re really focused on 3:30 Sunday (race finish time) more than 3:30 on Saturday. I was surprised with the position on the grid, because the car felt really good. But that’s what we need, a car that’s in the sweet spot for everyone over a long tire run, and not just fast for one lap. I’m really looking forward to this race. This team is so focused, I just can’t wait to get going.”

The qualifying session came in the middle of a long first day of race action, as the teams worked through a long first day of practice, qualifying, and then night practice on Thursday at the “World Center of Speed.”

“It’s a long race,” said Team owner Mike Shank as he reviewed the timing monitors following qualifying. “We’ve been quick right off the truck with both cars, and we just didn’t get it perfect with both cars like we did last year. But we know we’ve got great cars, and an awesome drivers line up, so now it’s just time to get ready for the start on Saturday, get this race going, stay out of trouble, and hopefully be in a position to race for a win on Sunday afternoon.”
Porsche Motorsports

Forty years after his father won the Rolex 24 Hours at Daytona (Mark Donohue with Chuck Parsons in 1969 in a Lola), David Donohue, from Malvern, Penn., put his

#58 Brumos Porsche Riley on the pole by the slimmest of margins – one-thousandth of second for Saturday’s 47th running of the Rolex 24 at Daytona.  Donohue’s fastest qualifying lap of one minute, 40.540 seconds on the 3.560-mile Daytona combination oval/road course, edged the brand-new #16 Crown Royal Penske Racing Porsche Riley

driven by Germany’s Timo Bernhard. It was the first time that Porsche has swept the front row at Daytona since 1990, when Porsche 962 teams qualified one-two.

Although Donohue was not personally impressed with his own performance, he did not underestimate the positive effect it has on his team, Jacksonville, Fla. – based Brumos Racing.“”I have always said winning the pole at an endurance race just gives your bragging rights for a day or two,  it doesn’t really prove anything. If we want to prove something, I have to be standing here late Sunday afternoon, accepting the award for the fastest car after 24 hours of racing”, said Donohue.

“But, with our team having to work in sub-freezing temperature to change engines and prepare our car for the race, this pole position puts wind in our sails. It tells all the Brumos Racing employees that all the hard work we put in during the winter is paying off, and motivates everyone to move towards a Rolex 24 win and a Grand-Am championship in 2009”., said Donohue, who also accepted congratulations from Roger Penske, who is Timo Bernhard’s car owner and was Mark Donohue’s car owner when his team won in ‘69).

The Brumos Porsche Rileys, with the Porsche 911-based 3.99-liter six cylinder boxer engine, led the previous two Rolex practice sessions. The #59 Brumos Porsche Riley of J.C. France/Joao Barbosa/Terry Borcheller/Hurley Haywood was fastest in Thursday morning’s first session, and the #58 David Donohue/Antonio Garcia/Darren Law/Buddy Rice car fastest in the afternoon practice right before qualifying. Barbosa placed the #59 car ninth on the grid Bernhard, who thought he had earned the pole with a good lap right near the end of the session, was surprised that the Brumos car overtook him, but, for a car just off the trailer, Bernhard and Penske Racing were pleased at how competitive they were.
“After the hard work the Penske guys put into the car, I felt that I owed them a strong qualifying effort, and, while I am disappointed we didn’t get the pole, I am pleased that Porsche has the front row”,”said Bernhard.
Timo will be joined by American Le Mans Series GT2 class co-champion Romain Dumas (France), and Penske Racing IndyCar star Ryan Briscoe (Australia). In the Rolex GT class, Porsche 911 GT3 Cup race cars took ten of the top 12 spots on the grid,

including outside of the front row. Right behind the pole-sitting Mazda RX-8, Andy Lally, from Dacula, Ga., driving the #67 TRG Porsche, finished second in the qualifying session as the fastest Porsche.

Lally will share the car with Porsche factory drivers Patrick Long and Joerg Bergmeister, along with R.J. Valentine and Justin Marks. Third on the grid is the #14 Autometics Porsche 911 GT3 Cup car which was qualified by Porsche Junior team driver Martin Ragginger (Germany), who will co-drive with Jack Baldwin/Claudio Burtin/Cory Friedman/Mac McGehee. 

Porsche Motorsport North America President Paul Ritchie, whose company services the Porsche racing components in both classes, was pleased with the qualifying results because the teams had worked so hard to get to this point.

“We saw the Brumos team work so hard in this series last year, with several pole positions and other podium finishes, and I know they are ready for the next step . a run at the DP championship. As for Penske, we all know the success they had for the last three years in ALMS, but this is a new ball game, and they have put in a lot of work in a short period of to get to this point. But we must remember that Penske entered the Rolex 24 last year and finished third, so they are not exactly rookies,”. said Ritchie.

“We would have liked to win the pole in GT, but we are gratified that our teams are running so well, and we are hopeful that our reliable racing components, good preparation, and the top drivers who are racing our products this weekend will result in another victory for the Porsche 911”, he said.

GAINSCO/Bob Stallings Racing
GAINSCO/Bob Stallings Racing and Alex Gurney will start 11th in the Rolex 24 At Daytona for the second consecutive year after a solid but unsurprising qualifying run Thursday on the 3.56-mile road course at Daytona International Speedway.

"We knew from the test that weren't really going to be a threat for the pole," said Gurney, who turned a top lap time of 1:41.666 (126.060 mph).  "Car wise, we haven't focused much on qualifying.  We have really been working on the race and we can certainly win from 11th.  It felt like we got a good lap and we improved the car, so it wasn't too bad."

Gurney improved his times repeatedly through the quick 15-minute qualifying run and recorded his fastest time on his 8th and final lap of the session. Gurney also qualified 11th for last year's Rolex 24 but moved to the front of the field a little over one-hour into the race.  Gurney and teammates Jon Fogarty, Jimmy Vasser and Jimmie Johnson frequently led and challenged for the win throughout the 2008 event and ultimately finished second to record GAINSCO's best career result in the Rolex 24.

"We are working pretty good and that was another step in the right direction in qualifying, for sure," Gurney said.  "We will keep fine tuning on Friday, make sure we have done all of our driver changes and just be ready for the long haul."

While a pair of 11th place qualifying efforts are not on pace with Gurney's 2007 Rolex 24 pole, teammate Vasser has noticed something this year that may still give GAINSCO an edge.

"This year it seems to be a little more relaxed and I think good things are born out of attitudes like that," said Vasser, who has been with GAINSCO for all three of its previous Rolex 24 attempts.  "Don't get me wrong, all four of us will push hard, but there is a tone in the air that I think is good.  There is a lot of camaraderie and a good chemistry going on in the team, more so than in any other year.  The team is as prepared as it has ever been and just been able to take it one step better."  

Unseasonably cold temperatures could also factor into the race.  Temperatures Thursday morning only reached the upper 30s and the high for the day never broke 60 degrees.

"With the cool temperatures, it is definitely really slick when you first leave the pits on cold tires," Gurney said.  "That exit to pit lane is real tricky, so you have got to be careful, but it should be fine."  

Fogarty has run in all kinds of conditions at Daytona and is ready for any type of weather.

"The weather can really change here, you never know what is coming, and we have seen that in previous years," Fogarty said.  "It is just one of the many X, Y and Z factors we deal with in this race."

After Gurney drove the opening stint in this morning's first practice, three-time reigning NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Champion Johnson took the wheel of the No. 99 GAINSCO Auto Insurance Pontiac Riley.  Johnson is running in his second straight Rolex 24 with GAINSCO and fifth time overall in the race since 2004.

"I just love the challenge of this race," Johnson said.  "I really enjoy the series, the cars and the people, everything about it.  It's always a new challenge to me and hopefully I can spend even more time in the car.  The Rolex 24 works out really well with our schedule, I am able to test and spend the time getting up to speed with the guys.  I am just excited to be here and hopefully I will be a frequent fixture at this race, and I hope to be a race winner after this weekend."

Banner Racing

Paul Edwards qualified the No. 07 Pontiac GXP.R in 15th position for Saturday’s Rolex 24-Hour at Daytona International Raceway with a best lap of 1:51.236 for a lap average of 115.214.  

The Rolex 24-Hour will begin the 2009 season of the Rolex Grand-Am Sports Car Series Presented by Crown Royal Cask No. 16 as Edwards and Kelly Collins will team up with Jan Magnussen in Daytona as they began the defense of their 2008 Rolex Grand-Am championship Drivers’ and Team Championships. 

“I’m happy with that,” Paul Edwards said of his 15th place qualifying run.  “Our Pontiac GXP.R is so easy to drive we should be able to put in consistent laps hour after hour and work our way to the top as the race wears on.  We did it last year so there is no reason why we can’t do that again this year.” 

“That (qualifying) was about what we expected,” said team owner Leighton Reese.  “Grand-Am works hard to make differing cars as equal as possible but unfortunately for us that doesn’t work out well for us at Daytona.  Particularly for one lap of qualifying.   

“Actually we went faster today than we ever have on this track so we are encouraged by that and in knowing that with Paul Edwards, Kelly Collins and Jan Magnussen driving we have the best team of drivers in our Pontiac GXP.R so I think we should be able to wear them down in the long run.  Just like we did the past two years in the Rolex 24.”   

The #70 Mazda of Sylvain Tremblay won the pole position with a lap of 1:49.445 to repeat their pole win for the 2008 Rolex 24.    

SunTrust Racing

Max Angelelli, co-driving with Brian Frisselle, Wayne Taylor and Pedro Lamy in the No. 10 SunTrust Ford Dallara of Wayne Taylor Racing (WTR), qualified on the inside of the fourth row Thursday afternoon for this weekend’s Grand-Am Rolex Sports Car Series season-opening Rolex 24 At Daytona.

Angelelli, the 2005 Rolex 24 winner alongside Taylor en route to that year’s Rolex Series championship for SunTrust Racing, lapped the 3.56-mile, 14-turn Daytona (Fla.) International Speedway road circuit in 1 minute, 41.311 seconds (126.502 mph), good for seventh in the qualifying order among the 51 car-and-driver combinations that will take to the track Saturday for the 47th running of this twice-around-the-clock marathon.

“What I think is we’re normally fast in practice and we put a lot of emphasis on qualifying,” Angelelli said. “This year here, due to the sequence of events that have taken place since last season (integration of new engine manufacturer Ford, new full-time co-driver Frisselle and new Rolex 24 co-driver Lamy, and this being the first Rolex 24 for the new Dallara chassis), we didn’t even think about going after the pole. Today in qualifying was the first time I went out on new tires this month. Of course, I want to be on the first row whenever it is possible, but we have a very good race car and that is the most important thing this weekend. I am really pleased and I am really looking forward to the race. The car absolutely shows it just keeps getting better and better during the course of each (fuel-and-tire) run, which will be a great thing for all of us during the race. I am very happy about that, and I know the other guys are, too.”

Angelelli’s qualifying lap was less than eight-tenths of a second off the pole-setting lap of David Donohue in the No. 58 Brumos Porsche. The No. 16 Porsche Riley of Penske Racing, qualified by Timo Bernhard, grabbed the outside-front-row starting spot a mere 1,000th of a second behind Donohue.  Defending series champion and three-time-defending Rolex 24 winner Scott Pruett, qualified the No. 01 Chip Ganassi Racing with Felix Sabates Lexus Riley sixth.

“Obviously, everybody wants to get the pole,” Taylor said. “However, it’s a 24-hour race, and Max did only about five laps today before qualifying. So seventh is a good place to be. Most importantly, Max says the car keeps getting better and better. So we think we have a really good race car. Now, we just have to concentrate on getting all the systems worked out and making sure we run a clean race. If we do that, we’ll be okay. We’ve always believed, as we saw last year at the end of the season, that we have a really good car. But in order to win this race, you’ve got to have a car that’s easy to drive for all of the drivers. You don’t necessarily have to have the fastest car to win this race. And if you look at the time sheets, there’s not a lot of separation between the fastest cars and the others.”

 The top-five in qualifying were the following teams:

1. Brumos Porsche (No. 58 Porsche Riley) with David Donohue, Darren Law, Buddy Rice and Antonio Garcia (1:40.540 at 127.472 mph)

2. Penske Racing (No. 16 Porsche Riley) with Timo Bernhard, Ryan Briscoe and Romain Dumas (1:40.541 at 127.470 mph)

3. Michael Shank Racing (No. 6 Ford Riley) with Michael Valiante, John Pew, A.J. Allmendinger and Ian James (1:40.651 at 127.331 mph)

4. Krohn Racing (No. 76 Ford Lola) with Ricardo Zonta, Nic Jonsson and Darren Turner (1:40.892 at 127.027 mph)

5. Alegra Motorsports (No. 22 BMW Riley) with Ryan Dalziel, Carlos de Quesada, Chapman Ducote, Jean-Francois Dumoulin and Tomas Enge (1:40.915 at 126.998 mph)

